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This is an attempt to build a tentative theory or outline of how visual sexual- 
ized depictions of the human figure exist in the era of photography and other 
mechanical/electronic technologies operate. It can be thought of as an his¬ 
torical semiotics. 

My interest is in trying to account for how change operates to inflect both art 
and society. 

•Changes in technology 
•changes in culture 
•changes in media circulation 
•changes in media economics 

• 

My example will concentrate on the development of the "pin up" as a form of 
sexual display of the human female body from its 19C origins though the 
elaboration of print technology which is copied/paralleled after a cerain point 
by an amateur strain which itself evolves, eventually becoming almost domi¬ 
nant in the digital media era. 

Another way to express this would be to see the current state of amateur 
image making and circulation as being made possible by a series of changes. 
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